Agreement to Mediate[image: A picture containing text  Description automatically generated]


1. Mediation is a process in which a neutral party facilitates communication between parties, without deciding the issues or imposing a solution.  Through mediation, conflicts can be surfaced, discussed, acknowledged, and in most cases amicably resolved.   For these reasons, mediation allows conflict to be seen as positive and a source of change, rather than as something to be feared and avoided.  Conflicts become opportunities for growth and change and learning.

2. Role of the Mediator:  The mediator assists the parties in identifying issues, reducing obstacles to communication, maximizing the exploration of alternatives and reaching voluntary agreements.  The mediator does not provide legal advice.

3. Mediation Process:  The process will include an opportunity for all parties to be heard, the identification of issues to be resolved, the generation of alternatives for resolution and the development of an agreement.  The mediator or the parties may determine and request a private meeting with the mediator, if this is deemed helpful to the process.  Should this occur, no information obtained by the mediator in the private session will be revealed to the others without the express permission of the party in the private session.

4. Confidentiality:  Any communication made in or in connection with the mediation is confidential, except for these conditions:  documents of public record, threats of bodily harm to self or others, communications to commit a crime and allegations of child or elder abuse.  It is expected that to honor the integrity of the process, parties will also agree to confidentiality.

5. Mediation is Voluntary:  All parties here state their good faith intention to complete their mediation by an Agreement.  Each party agrees to be as honest as possible and to provide full disclosure.   The mediator may terminate the process if deemed inappropriate or not productive.

6. Mediator Impartiality:  The parties understand that the mediator must remain impartial throughout the mediation process.

7.  Mediation Fees:  The parties and the mediator agree that the fee for the mediator shall be ____per hour for time spent with the parties and for time required to prepare and do such other things as may be reasonably necessary to facilitate the parties reaching full Agreement.   Payment will be made immediately after each session.

By signing this document, I acknowledge that I have read, understand, and agree to this 
Agreement.

_________________________________            __________________________________
Client’s Signature                    Date                      Client’s Signature                       Date

_________________________________            ___________________________________
Addtl Participant Signature      Date                      Addtl Participant Signature         Date
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